
SITES ARCHEOLOGIQUES DU BASSIN DE LA MER NOIRE 

D. CHISTOV (SAINT-PÉTERSBOURG) 
Archaic Borysthenes (Berezan island site) - the earliest greek colony on the 
Northern coast of Black Sea 

Ancient Borysthenes, Greek settlement on the Berezan Island in the Dnepr – S. Bug 
rivers estuary, is a one of the key sites in the classical archaeology of the Norther coast of 
Black sea. The earliest Greek colony in the region was established, according to the evidence 
of Byzantine historian Eusevies, in the year 647/646 by the settlers from Miletus (though on 
its territory there are no cultural layers and structures uncovered, dated earlier than last 
quarter of the 7th century BC). History of the archaeological research of the Berezan 
settlement goes back to the end of the 19th century. Almost for the last 50 years systematical 
excavations of the site are held by the Ukrainian and Russian archaeological expeditions.  

The history of the archaic settlement is usually divided into two subperiods. The 
dividing line between them runs through the 3rd quarter of the 6th century BC, or even closer 
to the middle of the century. This change becomes apparent in the urbanization of the 
settlement, replacement of the early dugout dwellings by typical houses, made of stone and 
mudbricks. Numerous remains of ironworks and copper-smelting workshops, dated to the end 
of the 7th – 1st half of the 6th centuries BC, allows to suggest the significance of the raw metal 
production for the economy of the Berezan settlement during the earliest period of its 
existence. 

According to the results of excavations, Borysthenes was abandoned by the most of 
the inhabitants in the 2nd quarter of the 5th century BC, and later, during the Classical and 
Hellenistic periods existed as the common rural settlement of the chora of Olbia polis. A short 
revival of Berezan occurred  also in the 1st cent. AD, when the centre of the worship of 
Achilles Pontarchos was transferred to the island. 
 
V. STOLBA (AARHUS) 
Greeks and non-Greeks in the Western Crimea: the settlement of Panskoye 
I and its environs 

It is beyond any doubt that some of the most intense exchanges between the Greek 
colonizers and the natives will have occurred in the border zones – in the agrarian periphery 
of the Greek poleis – rather than in the urban centres. The settlement and necropolis of 
Panskoye I, in the distant chora of the Taurian Chersonesos, offers a rare opportunity to study 
the interactions between the colonizing Greeks and the native population in the Classical to 
the Early Hellenistic period.  

This settlement, which was among the most distant and largest rural settlements in the 
territory of Chersonesos, was a short-lived site that arose in the late 5th century BC and 
ceased to exist abruptly around 270 BC. Being originally founded as an Olbian fort, this site 
was destroyed around 360 BC, from which time on it was subordinated to the city of 
Chersonesos. 

It is, in fact, the evidence from the necropolis that offers some of the best insights into 
the everyday lives of the residents of Panskoye I, strongly suggesting that the population of 
this settlement was of a complex and mixed character, which along with the Greek peasants is 
likely to have included Scythian and Taurian components. Alongside the anthropological 
evidence and the demography of the local population, the complex burial rites, which 
combine elements of the traditional Greek and non-Greek burial practice (e.g., multiple and 
contracted burials, the employment of anthropomorphic grave steles, etc.), will be discussed 



in their relationship to the evidence from the settlement (the local pottery assemblage and the 
role of handmade ware as a potential ethno-cultural marker). 

The observations on the settlement and necropolis of Panskoye will be complemented 
by an overview of the relevant data collected during the most recent archaeological surveys 
conducted in the area in 2007-2008 (DSP: Dzharylgach Survey Project) and in 2009 (WCAP: 
Western Crimean Archaeological Project). 
 
C. MAREK (ZÜRICH) 
Hellenisierung, Stadtentwicklung und römische Provinzordnung an der 
Südküste des Schwarzen Meeres. 

Der Vortrag wird aus zwei Teilen bestehen: Im ersten soll mit reichem Bildmaterial 
ein Einblick in die historische Landschaft Nordkleinasien, insbesondere mit ihren 
vorrömischen Felsmonumenten, und ein Überblick über die Stadtentwicklung und Aspekte 
der Hellenisierung gegeben werden. Ein zentraler Aspekt ist die auch in Städten des 
Binnenlandes sich ausbreitende Institution des Wettkampfwesens (Agonistik). Im zweiten 
geht es um die Lesung und Erklärung zweier neuer Inschriftenfunde aus verschiedenen 
Epochen, die interessante Informationen im Rahmen dieser Thematik bieten. 
Die Erforschung Nordanatoliens in griechisch-römischer Zeit steht noch in den Anfängen. Ein 
längerfristiges archäologisches Grabungsprojekt wie dasjenige von Pompeiopolis ist in dieser 
Gegend ein Novum. Die von Pompeius 64 v. Chr. gegründete Stadt in einem fruchtbaren 
Flusstal ca. 120 km südlich der Schwarzmeerküste blühte in der römischen Kaiserzeit; 2007 
hat eine erste geophysikalische Prospektion Baukomplexe des Stadtzentrums sichtbar 
gemacht. Neue Inschriftenfunde werfen Licht auf die Geschichte der Stadt, ihre Institutionen 
und die römische Provinzordnung. 
 
A. AVRAM (LE MANS) 
Fouilles récentes dans le Téménos d’Istros. Colonistaion et religion en mer 
Noire 
 L’histoire d’Istros (ou Histria) s’échelonne sur plus de 1300 ans, depuis sa fondation 
par Milet vers le milieu du VIIe siècle av. J.-C. jusqu’à l’abandon de la ville après la perte du 
contrôle sur le Danube par l’Empire byzantin en 602 ap. J.-C. La reconstitution de l’histoire 
de la cité doit, certes, beaucoup à la superbe moisson de plus de 400 inscriptions, mais elle 
repose essentiellement sur le traitement des données archéologiques patiemment accumulées 
depuis 1914. À la seule exception des années des deux guerres mondiales et de l’après-guerre 
1945, des campagnes de fouilles y eurent lieu chaque année et se poursuivent encore à l’heure 
qu’il est sous la direction de l’Institut d’Archéologie de Bucarest. 
 Situé dans le secteur NE de la ville, le téménos d’Istros, communément désigné dans 
le langage des archéologues locaux comme « Zone Sacrée », a toujours constitué le point 
central d’intérêt des fouilleurs. Les recherches menées jusqu’en 1989 ont été publiées 
récemment dans un volume monumental par notre maître Petre Alexandrescu et ses 
collaborateurs : Histria VII. Les résultats des fouilles, Bucarest/Paris, 2005. Une nouvelle 
équipe, constituée de Iulian Bîrzescu, l’architecte Monica Mărgineanu Cârstoiu (Bucarest), 
Konrad Zimmermann (Rostock) et Alexandru Avram (Le Mans/Bucarest) en a pris la relève 
en 1990. C’est sur les acquis de ces fouilles récentes que nous insisterons dans notre exposé : 
a) la « fosse sacrée » ; 
b) un nouveau temple archaïque (qui s’ajoute à ceux déjà connus d’Aphrodite, de Zeus et 
peut-être d’Apollon Iètros) ; 
c) nouvelles données sur la destruction du téménos à la fin de l’époque archaïque ; 
d) réaménagement du téménos à l’époque hellénistique ; 



e) destruction et abandon du téménos vers le milieu du Ier siècle av. J.-C. 
 


